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cover at night. They make of the same skins, in
rather crude fashion, both sleeves and stockings for
Winter. One of our blankets would serve to clothe
by day and cover by night two Barbarians, during a
whole winter. The somewhat long and dangerous
navigation which they conduct, on rivers and enor-
mous lakes, with very distant nations for the beaver
trade, is effected in little boats of bark, no thicker
than a testone,33 — holding at the most 8 or 10 per-
sons, but commonly not more than three or four;
they manoeuver these dexterously, and almost with-
out danger. For houses, both the Algonquhis and
the Hurons have nothing else than cabins; but the
former make them of bark, light as parchment, which
they stretch now here, now there, according to need,
over certain poles which form, as it were, the skele-
ton of the cabin. The latter build enclosed towns,
or fortified strongholds, with crossed stakes, traversed
with trunks of trees, to protect themselves from
attacks of enemies; and make their cabins 10, 15,
20, 30, or 40 cannes23 in length, of great pieces of
bark supported by beams, which serve to hold up
their corn, to dry it in winter. But neither of them
have any other bed than either some branches of
trees, used by the former, or some bark or matting,
used by the latter,— without tables, benches, or
anything of the kind, the earth or some bark serving
them for every purpose. And this was the living
and lodging of ours in those missions,—which,
indeed, were thought by many to be more arduous
than any other missions of our Society.

But, in this almost unexampled poverty, there are
nevertheless among them both poor and rich, noble
and plebeian; and they have their ornaments,—


